
LAND USE & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
Brentwood-Darlington Neighborhood Association 
Meeting February 13, 2020 
 

NOTES 
 
 
Recent Development(s) in Brentwood-Darlington 
Note a continuing trend of dividing lots and building more housing units – even before the 
Residential Infill Project has taken effect: 

● Lot consolidation, 5046 SE Ogden St (will result in two buildable lots) 
● Final plat to create three parcels, 6740 SE 64th Ave 
● Approval of preliminary plan for two-parcel partition, 6804 Se Ogden St 
● Pending three-parcel partition, 7550 SE Flavel St 
● Application to build five single-family detached houses, SE Umatilla Street 
● Addition and remodel, 5824 SE Henderson St 
● The lot at 6865 SE 52nd Avenue (at Cooper)has been sold; lot is zoned commercial-mixed 

use; no information available yet. 
● Planned demolition, 5950 SE Harney St. 
● New Air BnB, 8120 SE 62nd Avenue 

 
 
Fixing Our Streets2 –  Thank you, Steph Routh 
Having just concluded a consulting gig with PBOT to introduce Portlanders to a second round of 
PBOT’s “Fixing Our Streets” program (FOS), Steph Routh described the importance of renewing 
Portland’s ten-cent-per-gallon gasoline tax.  Steph explained that PBOT, which has a $1 billion 
maintenance deficit, had never had a dedicated infrastructure funding source until the first 
four-year tax was passed in 2016.  
 
In addition to making a dent in Portland’s street-repair deficit, Fixing Our Streets helps to 
implement PedPDX, Safe Routes to School, and Vision Zero – all of them programs intended to 
make our street network safer for pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
The first round of Fixing Our Streets encountered unexpected problems that delayed some 
projects (e.g., unsuspected, buried streetcar tracks that required removal); but by the end of 
2020, FOS1 will have completed nearly all of its projects, and will have broken ground on the 
handful remaining. 
 
In the first round of taxation, heavy vehicles (large trucks) escaped taxation by fueling outside 
Portland.  However, they must pay for the damage they do to city streets.  For FOS2, the ballot 
measure will address the fuel tax for lightweight vehicles, whereas a city council ordinance will 
arrange for imposing fees on heavy vehicles that use our streets. 
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PBOT has chosen already-vetted projects for FOS2 (assuming that voters agree to the tax), 
which means fewer delays.  The projects will focus on safety and equity (50% lie in East 
Portland).  They will include another round of grading and re-graveling unimproved roads 
throughout the city, as well as slurry-sealing some streets to maintain their present condition 
until full reconstruction can occur (Steph noted that the longer we wait on street repair, the 
more costly that repair becomes, as the streets grow more damaged with every passing year). 
 
Alternative Walkways 
FOS2 will not support creation of alternative walkways.  Other funding must be sought for 

these.  PBOT planners are working on a pilot for a few stretches of B-D streets (and the 
street-improvement project in Errol Heights will pilot a shared road that pedestrians 
use along with vehicles). 

 
Crossing Beacons 
Beacons at crossings would greatly improve safety, but they are expensive.  It is not clear 

whether FOS2 will install any beacons. 
 
Street Lighting 
FOS2 will encompass some street lighting projects.  One member of the group expressed 

concern that the city’s new LED street lights do not provide very much light.  Reflectors 
around the bulbs would better distribute the lighting on streets and sidewalks.  
● Go here for excellent overview of FOS1 and FOS2:  

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/746984 
● Go here for some information on street lights: 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/47271) 
 
For our audience of B-D residents, the strongest arguments for renewing the gas tax are: 

● The more we repair streets now, the less it will cost us to repair them in a few 
years. 

● The more we repair streets now, the less damage our vehicles will suffer. 
● The more we repair streets now, the safer we will be, whether driving, cycling, or 

crossing the streets as pedestrians. 
● B-D benefited from the first round of Fixing Our Streets: 

o Pedestrian crossing with refuge, SE 46th & Henry 
o Pedestrian crossing with refuge, SE 52nd & Knapp 
o Zebra pedestrian crossing, SE 75th & Duke 
o Pending:  Connector to Springwater Corridor via Flavel Park 

● B-D will benefit from the second round of Fixing Our Streets: 
Consult https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/746984 
on pages shown below. 

o SE Knapp Neighborhood Greenway (for cycling)  
● P. 27 + P. 33 

o 60s Neighborhood Greenway (for cycling) 
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● P. 29 + P. 33 

o Sidewalk, SE 45th 
● P. 33 

o Repaving of Woodstock bet SE 52nd and 72nd (not B-D, but B-D residents use this 
section) 
● P. 33 

 
Report on Repaving, SE 45th Avenue  - Thank you, Ryan Ernst 
 
A few months ago, PBOT repaved SE 45th Avenue; in doing so, it created more capacity and 
safety for cyclists but narrower lanes for cars.  B-D resident Ryan Ernst, who cycles to and from 
work along 45th, reported to PBOT that contractors had dug into the new bike lanes to install 
utility connections and had failed to restore the road surface to its original condition.  Because 
there are several badly patched cuts on both sides of the street, cyclists now have rough and 
irritating rides.  
 
The project manager, Scott Cohen, told Ryan that the contractors would eventually restore the 
road surface to its original state.  This, however, may take many months. 
 
Other difficulties that Ryan communicated to Scott Cohen:  trash trucks and buses blocking bike 
lanes, then pulling out without checking for cyclists; glass and trash in the bike lanes; lack of 
transition along S-curve that connects 45th with 46th Avenue (PBOT admits it missed an 
opportunity here). 
 
Increased Difficulty in Traveling Around City Streets 
Vehicles are speeding, which leads to more accidents and stranded pedestrians who cannot get 
across streets; drivers park along street and open doors without looking for cyclists; fewer 
drivers stop for pedestrians.  
 
Suggestion:  Educate people about how to show more civility on the streets.  Perhaps some 
ideas could be included in the welcome packets that are given to new homeowners, e.g., when 
you park along the street, open the door with your right hand, which causes you to turn and 
look to the rear.  
 
Another problem is that we are building more and more housing units but requiring less and 
less parking.   The city does not have a plan for systemically dealing with the conflict caused by 
lack of parking.  
 
Update, Transportation and Growth Management (TGM) Grant 
A TGM grant was awarded to the City of Portland in fall 2019.  It will allow for a comprehensive 
evaluation of the transportation, economic development, and anti-displacement needs of an 
area encompassing all of Brentwood-Darlington, all of Mt. Scott-Arleta, Foster-Powell to the 
northeast side of Foster Road, West Lents (east to 92nd Avenue), and all of Woodstock (which 
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we have learned should have been included to begin with).  The detailed scope of work is 
nearly complete, according to local project manager Marty Stockton (PBOT’s representative in 
the Bureau of Planning & Sustainability).  The planners involved will wrap up the scope of work 
and move on to hiring consultants; work will probably begin in fall 2020.  Here is a list of the 
project’s objectives as given in the most current draft of the scope of the scope of work:  
 
Project Objectives 

a) Conduct a needs assessment in housing and economic development that are both 
geographic and community-based, including analysis of commercial real estate and 
employment indicators to identify opportunities to adjust land use. 

b) Identify opportunities for coordination and partnership between City bureaus, 
government agencies and community organizations to address displacement risk, 
housing and economic development needs. 

c) Identify system needs, i.e., gaps and deficiencies in the active transportation and transit 
network. 

d) Prioritize improvements to the transportation system in the active transportation and 
transit network 

e) Develop economic development, housing, and land use recommendations to create 
greater economic opportunity in the project area and explore designation of a new 
center and/or corridor to anchor the community. 

f) Produce an adoption-ready product or products that lead to a local policy decision and 
that directly address the project objectives, such as a transportation system plan, 
comprehensive plan amendment, land use plan, code amendment, implementation 
program, or intergovernmental agreement. 

g) Recommend strategies and projects that will improve the function of the land use and 
transportation systems in the area and will help to achieve the goals of the Portland 
Plan, the 2035 Comprehensive Plan, the Vision Zero Action Plan, the Transportation 
System Plan and the Regional Transportation Plan. 

 
Errol Heights Park – Update 
The project manager of the park renovation, George Lozovoy, presented the final design at the 
BDNA meeting of February 6, 2020.  At the meeting we attempted to protest any and all 
concrete designed to be present in the renovated park (basketball court, lower level; skate 
spot, upper level); but it is too late to fight for any more changes.  At least the community 
garden will remain in place, and there will be no soccer fields. 
 
Proposed Amendment to the Residential Infill Project 
PBOT and BES have proposed forbidding the construction of more than two housing units on a 
parcel where the units face an unimproved street.  The arguments advanced do not make 
sense; and the amendment would severely restrict new housing construction in 
Brentwood-Darlington.  For detail, see text below of Stephenie Frederick’s email to BDNA board 
asking for permission to submit to city council an official BDNA protest of the proposed 
amendment 
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Modera Apartment Building, Woodstock Town Center (thank you, Anna Weichsel) 
Anna Weichsel, an accomplished architecture professor and B-D resident who is active in both 
B-D and Woodstock, informed us that the final permit for the large soon-to-be-built Modera 
apartment building allows the building to be five feet higher than the local zoning allows . . . 
this means that the owners have made the building ten feet higher than Woodstock residents 
had requested.  
 
Another problem concerns the building’s affordable housing units.  These are located at the 
corners of the 195-unit building.  Two bedrooms in each affordable unit will be windowless 
cells. 
 
The Woodstock Neighborhood Association is appealing both matters.  
 
It appears that the City of Portland is more concerned with creating additional housing than in 
ensuring that human beings can live and thrive in that housing.  It would be good to see the 
residents of Portland discussing planning issues, community building, civility, and the 
consequences of gentrification. 
 
 
Email to BDNA Board re Proposed Amendment to Residential Infill Project 
 
To BDNA board members: 
  
Please let me know what you think about a proposed amendment to the Residential Infill 
Project (RIP).  This amendment is described below. 
  
Single-family zoning arose decades ago as a way to prevent African Americans from living 
amongst white Americans.  Its existence has also led to a critical shortage of housing in cities 
across the U.S.  In keeping with Oregon House Bill 2001, RIP will replace single-family zoning 
with zoning that allows up to four units on a parcel (depending on parcel size).   
  
The Bureau of Planning & Sustainability recently presented a final version of the RIP to the city 
council.  Several amendments popped up to change it.  One in particular seeks to undo the goal 
of the RIP, which is creation of more housing in Portland as quickly as possible. 
  
The proposed amendment would ban construction on a parcel of more than two housing units 
that would front on an unimproved street (that is, one with no curbs and possibly no storm 
water system).  The proponents argue that the necessary street improvements triggered by 
three- and four-unit  development would be “prohibitively expensive” for developers. 
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If developers of three and four units don’t pay, the argument continues, the city (all taxpayers) 
must pay, or local residents must pay via an LID (local improvement district) . . . or the streets 
go unimproved, “challenging the viability of new development” (whatever that means). 
  
Proponents of the amendment offer no explanation as to why street improvements would be 
less expensive for one or two units, which trigger the same street improvements (though a 
letter from Oregon Walks indicates that one- or two-unit developments are allowed to waive 
construction of curb, sidewalk, and other infrastructure and pay an LTIC instead) 
  
Cully Association of Neighborhoods, Verde, Habitat for Humanity Portland, and NAYA  oppose 
this amendment because it will increase displacement of vulnerable populations.  Their letter 
states, “The amendment will not result in more sidewalks but fewer and larger homes on our 
curbless streets.” 
  
They suggest a good alternative:  that the developers of multiple units be permitted to build 
three or four units and pay an LTIC  (Local Transportation Infrastructure Charge) just as builders 
of single houses and duplexes are allowed to do.  Funds from LTICs are consolidated and used 
to improve entire blocks of streets; averting “orphan sidewalks” is what the LTIC is intended for. 
Cully will see three blocks of NE 66th Avenue improved via LTIC funding. 
  
If the LTIC is too low, council should raise it somewhat instead of stepping in as Big Brother and 
interfering in the market to dictate what builders may and may not do. 
  
I would like to see BDNA oppose this amendment.  We need many units of moderately priced 
housing in Brentwood-Darlington, but we won’t get them if the city adopts this restriction – we 
have too many miles of unimproved streets. 
  
Please let me know how you would like BDNA to respond.  If you oppose the amendment, you 
need not take time to email me.  If you support restricting construction to one or two units on 
unimproved streets, please do let me know.  If a majority of members oppose the 
amendment, I will deliver an official BDNA letter to the city council before March 12, 
2020 (the day on which the council will take public testimony on proposed amendments 
to the RIP). 
  
I’m setting the deadline for response at 5:00pm, February 28th.  Thank you all. 
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