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March 4, 2020 
 
Mayor Wheeler 
Commissioner Eudaly 
Commissioner Fritz 
Commissioner Hardesty 
 
Ref:  Proposed amendment to Residential Infill Project re development on curbless streets 
 
Dear Mayor and Commissioners: 
 
The Brentwood-Darlington Neighborhood Association strongly opposes a proposed amendment to the Residential 
Infill Project that would allow three or more units only on lots having frontage on improved streets. 
 
Our large neighborhood is home to a population widely diverse in ethnicity and income.  It has provided a “landing 
place” for residents displaced by rising costs elsewhere in the city; however, that benefit to Portland (i.e., keeping 
vital work force members in the city) is diminishing as land values rise in response to demand for housing.   
 
Why do we have this demand?  The Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation (Freddie Mac) has just reported that 
America’s housing market is undersupplied by 3.3 million units.  The shortage is getting worse every year . . . and 
according to Freddie Mac, Oregon is the most under-supplied state in the nation.  
 
We very much feel Oregon’s housing shortage here in Brentwood-Darlington.  The rate of parcel splitting for the 
purpose of building new single-unit housing is amazing . . . but still it produces additional housing slowly and gives rise 
to a good deal of what we do not need:  overly large, expensive homes.  We need more housing quickly, particularly 
middle housing; however, since Brentwood-Darlington is desperately short of curbed streets, we would have no hope 
of meeting our housing needs if construction were restricted as proposed.     
 
We join the Cully Association of Neighbors, Habitat for Humanity/Metro East, Verde, NAYA, and Oregon Walks in 
requesting that multi-unit developments fronting on unimproved streets be accorded the same privilege that single-
family and duplex developments enjoy:  that of paying a Local Transportation Improvement Charge (LTIC) rather than 
bearing the full cost of infrastructure improvements.  If LTIC yields are too low, increase the LTIC instead of forbidding 
needed housing construction. 
 
Thank you for considering our request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chelsea Powers Stephenie Frederick 
Chair, Brentwood-Darlington Chair, Land Use & Transportation Committee 
  Neighborhood Association (BDNA) BDNA 


